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of attributes1, but endowed with all the imaginable auspicious qua-
lities2; that the world, as we see it, is not illusory but real, only
the reality is not independent of or apart from Brahma 3 fh^t these
three entities are naturally distinct from each other4; that there is
no essential oneness of the individual self with the supreme self5; that
salvation means not that the individual soul becomes identical, in
essence, with the Supreme Self, but that it acquires most of the divine
qualities of that Self (dtmabhdva), and in that sense becomes one
with Him6; that this state of perfection is attainable only by purity
of life, righteous conduct, and a loving devotion to God and by His
Grace.7 Quoting the Bhagwat Gtta (xiv. 2) he says that such a soul
rests in God; it is not in any way hurt at the time of the pralaya
(cosmic deluge) nor born again at the time of fresh, cosmic evolution ;
that till such perfection is attained, the individual soul has to pass
through a succession of embodied existence; that even at the
time of the pralaya, the individual souls resume their further
development, when the next cycle begins at the will of God.8
BmJima, according to Bamannja, thus comprises, within itself,
distinct elements of plurality, which all lay claim to reality. It is a
Personal God, who is all-powerful, all-knowing and all-merciful. He
tc pervades and rules all things which exist—material and immaterial
as their antarydmm '?9 (Inner Guide).
Thus, to use the pet expressions of Hegelian philosophers, we have,
in Ramanuja's system, God, man, and nature, man transcending
nature, and both man and nature finding their ultimate reconcilia-
tion in God—a unity in variety.
To such a view it is hardly possible to take any exception on the
ground of its being a false or empty abstraction, or of its having a
tendency to acosmism.
It is. only when we come to the rigorous monism of Adwitins like
Shankar that the objections noted above have an apparent relevancy,
though even here they have no validity, except at a stage, which, the
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